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Being There 

Her Faith,  
 

Her Searché 
 

Marceline lives in Guadeloupe 

and was searching for God. 

When she saw the bus that 

was taking delegates of the 

congress to worship on Satur-

day, October 29 2011.   She 

decided to follow it.  She had 

no idea why, but felt that com-

pelled to.  She ended up in a 

Seventh-day Adventist 

Church service and the ser-

mon was dealing with domes-

tic violence and sexual abuse.  

She was overcome when she 

realized that God was speak-

ing directly to her.  She was a 

battered woman and needed 

to find peace.  She believed 

that He answered her prayer.  

As a result she requested 

Bible Studies.  Marceline is 

pictured at the top of the page 

seated between Dr. Mable 

Dunbar, president and CEO of 

W.H.E. Network, and Clau-

dine Riverez, Director of 

Womenôs Ministries for the 

Antilles and French Guyana 

Union. 

Approximately 120 womenôs ministries lead-

ers from Guadeloupe, Martinique, St. Mar-

tins and French Guyana gathered at a resort, 

in Guadeloupe to attend the French Antilles 

and Guyana Womenôs Ministries Congress.  

During the congress 14 seminars were pre-

sented  by Mable Dunbar on ñ the Dynamics 

of Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuseò, 

ñSelf-Esteemò, and ñJourney to Peace and 

Healing.ò   All presentations had to be trans-

lated into French.  A special worship service 

was conducted at a local church and to con-

clude the congress a banquet was held at the 

resort.  Domestic violence and abuse is also 

prevalent in each country mentioned, and the 

need for programs and services to address 

these issues is ongoing.   Many in attendance 

remarked how blessed they were to know 

that God is concerned about the pain and 

suffering they go through, yet He is with 

them comforting, healing, restoring, reconcil-

ing, empowering and reconstructing the 

beauty of their hearts.   
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ñReconstructing the Beauty of the Heartò  

French Antilles and Guyana Womenôs Ministries Congress 
October 24-29, 2011 

Why Are We There? 
 

We are there to listen, Not to work miracles. 
 

We are there to help you discover what you are feeling, 
Not to make your feelings go away. 

 
We are there to help you identify your options, 

Not to decide for you what should do. 
 

We are there to discuss with you, 
Not to take steps for you. 

 
We are there to help you discover your own strength, 

Not to rescue you, leaving you still vulnerable. 
 

We are there to help you discover that you can help yourself, 
Not to take responsibility for you. 

 
We are there to help you choose, 

Not to make difficult choices alone. 
 

We are there to provide support for change. 
 

We are there to show unconditional regard,  
Not judgment. 

 
We are there to help you deal with your issues,  

Not to deal with our issues. 
 

We are there to point you to Jesus Christ who heals and empowers,  
Not to a religion. 

-Adapted from Source Unknown 

Local Church Womenôs Ministries Directors from 

Time off to tour and shop 
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Womenôs Healing and Em-

powerment is a non-profit 

organization and will benefit 

greatly from your prayers 

and financial support.    
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God meant for me to be alive.  If He didnôt I wouldnôt be here.  
 

ñI praise You, for this body is incredibly and wonderfully made.   

Your whole creation is a marvel,  

and I know that it all didn't just happen.   

When I was developing in my motherôs womb,  

nothing took place that You didnôt know.   

To You there is nothing secret and mysterious.   

You saw my unformed body inside the womb.   

You knew how long I would live even before I was born.ò   

 

-Psalm 140:14-16 (The Clear Word) 

 

The most tragic of events  

has been  

my inspiration and  

motivation.   

I remember the day very clear-

lyé.It was in May, 2007 and 

it was to become an unforget-

table Saturday morning.  I 

arrived at church to discover 

that one of our members had 

committed suicide the night 

before.  The regular service 

was abandoned as disbelief, 

grief and bewilderment filled 

the air. We cried for the loss of 

our friend and our thoughts 

and prayers were for her 

young children and the rest of 

her family. 

 

It seems that beauty, coupled 

with a sunny personality, were 

excellent masks for deep pain 

and sorrow.  I had missed 

whatever signs there may have 

been of her mood and inten-

tions.  I had no idea how diffi-

cult her life had become.  Even 

if I had known, would I have 

been sufficiently equipped or 

knowledgeable to offer her 

respite or support? How could 

I have been in such close prox-

imity to her week after week 

and be so unaware of her emo-

tional pain? 

 

I was forced to ask myself 

how órealô was I when I came 

to church, and how authentic 

was my Christian experience?  

I asked the Lord to enable my 

experience within my church 

to be órealô.   For there to be a 

connection between myself 

and my brothers and sisters,  

where the truth can be shared  

Resource: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Launch of W.H.E. Network, U,K. 

Womenôs Healing  

and Empowerment Network 

(W.H.E. Network) 

 
P.O. Box 9637 

Spokane, WA  99209 

Tel. (509) 323-2123  

Fax (509) 323-2120  

Toll Free:  1-877-276-5597 

 
E-mail:   

info@whenetwork.com 

Website:  www.whenetwork.com 

_______________________ 
 

~Our Board  of Directors~ 

 
Mable Dunbar, Ph.D., L.P.C. 

Laura Hall 

Dr Jon Mundall 
Annette Plese, J.D. 

Robert Sargent, J.D.  

Michelle Stanfill 
Cheryl Tobin 

Cheryl Wallace 

____________________ 
~Our Staff~ 

 

Mable Dunbar,  President and CEO 

Michelle Stanfill,  Financial Manager 

Joan Young, Executive Assistant / House 

Manager for PHC 

Kemilee LeCroix, House Manager for FHC 

Sue Hart, Group Facilitator 

Patti Skinner, Crisis Worker 

Meghin Howard, Child Care Provider 

Arianna Salmon, Child Care Provider 

David Tschoepe, Web Master 

________________________ 

 

~What We Do~ 

W.H.E.Network is a not for profit 

organization that helps to provide 

healing and empowerment to indi-

viduals, families, homes, churches, 

schools and other organizations 

through faith-based education, 

counseling, healing centers, re-

sources and other support services 

in the areas of domestic violence, 

sexual abuse and related abuse.   

and our burdens lifted through 

prayer, support, faith and ac-

tion.  I asked the Lord for wis-

dom and for strength to make 

the move to open a door where 

those who are bruised and 

wounded can enter and find 

rest and peace. I, with my 

Womenôs Ministries team, 

started to run programmes on 

healing, and seminars on 

óbelieving Godô.  We started 

home visits, organised prayer 

buddies and prayer breakfasts.  

recognised that we needed a 

systematic, well-resourced 

response to the issue of do-

mestic violence and abuse.   

We continued to search and 

pray and do what we could to 

connect with our membership 

outside of the worship time on 

Saturday mornings. 

 

God provided the answer to 

our heartôs desire and His pro-

vision resulted in us announc-

ing at our launch event on 

17.09.11 that the Womenôs 

Healing and Empowerment 

Network, UK would be there 

to fulfil the commission in 

Luke 4:18 to:  ñé proclaim 

good news to the pooré to 

proclaim freedom for the pris-

oners and recovery of sight for 

the blind, to set the oppressed 

free.ò 

 

Our first project is a prayer 

helpline called the W.H.E.L 

(pronounced ówellô).  

W. H.E.L. stands for Women 

and menôs Healing and Em-

powerment Line.  It is open 

for prayer each evening to 

provide a private and confi-

dential support service for 

members of our church and the 

community.  The most tragic 

of events has been my inspira-

tion and motivation.   

 

Dr Mable Dunbar spent 3 

weeks with us in the UK 

to deliver training and 

ministry to launch the UK 

Network, as part of our 

Healing and Empower-

ment Summer Tour.   

 

Akivah Northern and Viv-

ian McGee accompanied 

Dr Dunbar to the UK and 

played very significant 

roles in launching the Net-

work in the UK by deliv-

ering seminars in Scotland 

and Ireland, as well as 

running workshops in our 

conference programme 

and supporting the tour in 

other locations.  The re-

sponse to each event was 

very positive and we give 

God thanks for this.  We 

continue the work to raise 

funds and train volunteers. 

We pray we will be seen 

as sweetness and light 

within the church and the 

community, so that minds 

can be changed, hearts can 

be healed and lives can be 

saved. God is leading and 

we will continue to 

follow in His foot-

prints. 

 
-Joan Saunders,  

President and CEO 

I came into the knowledge of 

Pollyôs Place, Inc. in late June 

2011 and on September 21, 2011 

was voted in as Board Chair after 

a two month internship with Peg-

gy Cain, the Board Chair at that 

time.  We also introduced a new 

board Member, Don Giddings, 

who is a deputy for the Cass 

County Police Department and 

the Vice Chair for Pollyôs Place 

Board of Directors.  Even though 

we wanted to accept new clients 

on October 17th, we needed 

more board members and a qual-

ified, experienced s We had ten 

days to get everyone in place, by 

everyone I mean we needed; 

Resident Director, Volunteer 

Coordinator, Administrative  

Director of Counseling, and at 

least two new Board Members. 

We also wished to have in 

place, a bank of counseling in-

terns, and a dietary  program for 

the clients.  Only our Lord 

could supply all of this in ten 

days, and He did. By His own 

design and ways, He brought 

every single person we needed 

to us.  The LORD sent each 

staff member in His perfect tim-

ing.   By October 16th we had 

two new Board Members, all of 

the employees needed, and a 

group of interns from 3 univer-

sities in the area:  Andrewôs 

University, Bethel University, 

and Notre Dame University. 

The Dietary Department from 

Andrews University will also 

be using Pollyôs Place as an 

internship sight. A new side-

walk to and between the hous-

es and to the garage was put in 

and now meets code.  On Oct 

28th the main pump to the 

house went out, but on Oct 

30th we had a new pump, well 

casing, piping to house and 

wiring to house. The job in 

total cost was $8,000.00.   But 

by the grace of the Lord we 

only paid $4,880.00 due to  the 

generosity of Steve's Well 

Service. This was all done in 

one day.  We continue to 

praise God for His good-

ness and the miracles 

performed.    

 

-Chaire Frazier, Board Chair 
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ñDick had good looks and 

charisma.  How could his pa-

rishioners know, or believe, 

that behind the Parsonage 

door their beloved Pastor hid 

the Ugly Secret of 

ñdeceptionò?  His óemotional 

batteringô stripped his wife of 

her Self-Worth, Identity and 

Respect.  His family ñSuffered 

in Silenceò while hiding ever 

Darkening Spots on his 

ñClerical Collar.ò Even 

Dickôs employers refused to 

believe the pleadings of his 

wifeéò 

 

This book opens up the 
closed doors of family 
violence in the Christian 
community, starting from 
the parsonage, to church 
leaders and to lay per-
sons.  It not only deals 
with the issues of Emo-
tional, Physical and Verbal 
Abuse, but also with Spir-
itual Abuse. It shows that 
denial in the church or-
ganization and in the 
Christian home is still 
causing victims to ñSuffer 
in Silenceò.  This true sto-
ry and follow-up chapters 
provide resource materials 
that can help men, women, 
pastors and church lead-
ers become more educat-
ed about the dynamics of 
domestic violence, and 
learn how to prevent 
abuse from happening in 
their own home and 
church.  Authors:  Velva B. 
Holt,Robert Coombs and 
Mable Dunbar.  (Available 

from W.H.E. Network) 

W.H.E. Network, U.K. 

137 Minstead Road 

Erdington, Birmingham 

B24 8PR 

лмнм нуу лсмо ƻǊ лнлу мпп мсму 

 
Contact us for information on 

becoming a member of  

the Network:   
Email: Info@whenetwork.org.uk 

www.whenetwork.org.uk 

Pollyôs Place 

P.O. Box 1055 

Niles, MI 49120-1055 

269.687.9822 
 

Email:   

pollysplacedvs@gmail.com 
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Pollyôs Place Board, Staff and Volunteers 
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